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This September 2026 update has been produced by Bexley SEND IASS
to help parent carers and SEND professionals stay informed about the
latest developments in special educational needs and disability (SEND),
education policy and statutory guidance.

It brings together key information on new and updated guidance from the
Department for Education affecting children and young people, including
safeguarding, attendance, exclusions, bullying, allergy management and
inclusive practice in schools, as well as the government's ongoing SEND
reforms.

The aim is to provide a clear, easy-to-read overview of what has
changed, what these changes may mean for children and families, and
where to find further information and opportunities to have your say
through current consultations.

As reforms continue to develop, Bexley IASS encourages families and
professionals to stay informed and work together to ensure children and
young people with SEND receive the support they need to thrive.

Bexley IASS will produce this guide once per term and update directly to our
website: Bexley SEND Information Advice and Support Service | Bexley IASS



https://www.bexleyiass.co.uk/
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NEW AND UPDATED LAW

Children's Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026

A major new law introducing changes to safeguarding, education and support for
children and families will come into effect in September 2026. This introduces
reforms across safeguarding, attendance, school provision, allergy safety, school
uniform affordability and support for vulnerable children.

Key points for parents:

o Strengthens safeguarding by improving information sharing between
education, health, social care and other services.

e Introduces a Children Not in School Register to help ensure all children are
receiving a suitable education.

o All state-funded primary schools will provide a free breakfast club before the
school day.

e New rules aim to make school uniforms more affordable by limiting the
number of compulsory branded items.

e Schools and local authorities will have greater responsibilities to support
children's wellbeing, attendance and inclusion.

e Further information: Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026 — GOV.UK

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework (Updated
for September 2026)

The EYFS framework sets the standards that all nurseries, pre-schools,
school nurseries and reception classes must follow for children from birth to age 5.
The updated framework comes into effect from 1 September 2026.

Key points for parents:

e A stronger focus on safeguarding, children's welfare and attendance, including
new requirements for providers to follow up unexplained absences and have a
clear attendance policy.


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2026/21/contents/enacted

« New and strengthened guidance on allergy safety, including allergy action
plans, and safer mealtime practices.

o Early years settings must work closely with parents and share information
about children's progress, development and any concerns at an early stage.

o Settings must have arrangements in place to support children with SEND and
should have a Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) to help
oversee support.

o All early years staff must receive training in safeguarding, child protection,
health and safety and emergency procedures, with safeguarding training
refreshed regularly. Every setting must also have a trained Designated
Safeguarding Lead (DSL).

o At least one person with a current Pediatric First Aid qualification must be
available whenever children are present, and staff are expected to receive
ongoing professional development to maintain high-quality provision.

e Further information: Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory
Framework — GOV.UK

Crime and Policing Act 2026

The Crime and Policing Act 2026 introduces new measures designed to protect
children and vulnerable people from harm, strengthen safeguarding arrangements
and help agencies respond more effectively to exploitation, abuse and anti-social

behaviour.

While the Act is not specifically about SEND, some of the changes may be
particularly important for children and young people with SEND, who can be at
increased risk of bullying, exploitation, coercion and abuse.

Key Points for Parents
Child Criminal Exploitation is Now a Specific Criminal Offence

For the first time, the Act creates a specific offence of Child Criminal Exploitation
(CCE). This recognises the serious harm caused when children are manipulated,
groomed or coerced into criminal activity, including county lines drug activity, theft,
carrying weapons or other offences.

What this means for families:

o Exploited children are increasingly recognised as victims who need protection
and support.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2

o Police and safeguarding agencies have stronger powers to intervene earlier.

o Greater focus is placed on identifying vulnerable children who may be at risk
of exploitation, including some children and young people with SEND.

New Mandatory Reporting Duty for Child Sexual Abuse

The Act introduces a new legal duty for adults carrying out regulated activity with
children in England to report child sexual abuse when they become aware of it. This
duty applies to many people working directly with children in schools, colleges and
other educational settings.

Who may be covered?
o Teachers
o Teaching assistants
e Learning support assistants
e School and college leaders
e Special school staff
e Many education professionals working directly with children

e Some volunteers who regularly work closely with children as part of the
school's activities and whose role meets the legal definition of regulated
activity.

The duty applies when a professional or volunteer:
e Is told about child sexual abuse by a child or another person.
o Witnesses abuse directly.

« Becomes aware of abuse through images, videos or recordings.

How Schools and Colleges Must Respond

Schools and colleges will need to ensure staff and relevant volunteers understand
their safeguarding responsibilities and know how to respond appropriately to
concerns.

Schools and colleges should:
e Ensure staff and volunteers receive appropriate safeguarding training.
o Respond promptly when abuse is disclosed.

o Follow safeguarding procedures and make reports to appropriate agencies
where required.



o Keep accurate records of concerns and actions taken.

o Work closely with children's social care, police and other safeguarding
partners.

o Ensure children know who they can speak to if they are worried or feel
unsafe.

For children and young people with SEND, schools should be particularly aware that
communication difficulties, anxiety, behavioural changes or distress may sometimes
be indicators of abuse and should not automatically be attributed to a child's
additional needs. Schools should make reasonable adjustments to help pupils
communicate concerns and access support.

What About Volunteers working in Schools?

The new duty will also apply to volunteers working in schools where their role meets
the definition of regulated activity. Schools will need to review volunteer roles and
ensure appropriate safeguarding training and guidance are in place.
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What this means for families:

o Safeguarding checks on volunteers who undertake certain activities with
children in schools. Now requiring the Enhanced Safeguarding checks.

e \Volunteers may have a legal duty to report concerns about child sexual
abuse.

o Children may have additional trusted adults in school who are required to act
on safeguarding concerns.

o If a child discloses abuse to a volunteer, they may need to share this
information through safeguarding procedures, even if the child asks them not
to tell anyone, in order to keep the child safe.

Tougher Action on Anti-Social Behaviour

The Act introduces new Respect Orders and strengthens powers for police and other
agencies to tackle persistent anti-social behaviour.

What this means for families:

o Potentially faster action where children and families experience harassment,
intimidation or persistent anti-social behaviour.

o Greater focus on protecting victims and preventing repeated incidents.

o Families may wish to ensure any disability-related needs are properly
understood if their child becomes involved in anti-social behaviour processes.

Stronger Measures to Tackle Knife Crime

The Act strengthens restrictions on the sale and delivery of knives and other
dangerous weapons, introduces stricter age-verification requirements and creates
new offences linked to weapon possession.

What this means for families:

o Additional safeguards aimed at reducing children's access to dangerous
weapons.

e Greater protection for vulnerable young people who may be targeted by
criminal groups.

e Increased focus on prevention and community safety.



Why This Matters for Children and Young People with SEND

Some children and young people with SEND may be more vulnerable to bullying,
grooming, coercion, exploitation and abuse. The Crime and Policing Act 2026
strengthens safeguarding arrangements, creates new protections against child
exploitation and introduces new reporting duties for professionals and some
volunteers working with children. Together, these measures aim to ensure that
concerns are identified earlier, acted upon more consistently and that vulnerable
children receive protection as quickly as possible.

Further information: Crime and Policing Act 2026 and accompanying factsheets
available on Crime and Policing Act 2026 - GOV.UK



https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/crime-and-policing-act-2026

NEW AND UPDATED GUIDANCE:

Allergy Safety in Schools (New Statutory Guidance)

This is now statutory, meaning schools must follow it. Key points:

Schools must have clear policies for managing allergies, including
anaphylaxis.

Staff training on recognising and responding to allergic reactions is required.
Individual healthcare plans must be in place for children with known allergies.

Schools should work with parents and health professionals to keep children
safe.

Further information: Allerqy safety in schools: statutory guidance —
GOV.UK

Keeping Children Safe in Education 2026

Updated safeguarding guidance for all schools and colleges. Key points for parents:

Schools must have clear procedures for reporting concerns about a child's
safety.

All staff receive safeguarding training.

Online safety is a key focus, including risks from social media and messaging
apps.

Parents can ask to see their school's safeguarding policy.

Further information: Keeping children safe in education — GOV.UK

Information Sharing Duty — A Draft Statutory Guidance for

Consultation

The government has published draft statutory guidance explaining how organisations
should share information to help safeguard and promote the welfare of children. This
guidance supports the new Information Sharing Duty introduced through the
Children's Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026. Key points:


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/allergy-safety-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/allergy-safety-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2

Schools, health services, social care, police and other safeguarding agencies
will be expected to share relevant information more consistently when this
may help keep a child safe or support their wellbeing.

Information can be shared to support children at an earlier stage, before
problems reach a child protection threshold or crisis point.

The guidance makes it clear that professionals do not need to wait until there
is evidence of significant harm before sharing information that may help
safeguard a child or identify unmet needs.

Information sharing can support decisions about early help, attendance,
wellbeing, SEND support, health needs and safeguarding concerns.

Relevant information may include current concerns, patterns of behaviour,
historical information and information from different services that, when
combined, help build a fuller picture of a child's circumstances.

The guidance emphasises that data protection law is not a barrier to lawful
information sharing where it is necessary to safeguard and promote a child's
welfare.

What this means for families:

Parents may notice greater information sharing between schools, health
services and other agencies involved in supporting their child.

The aim is to help children receive support earlier and reduce the risk of
concerns being missed because information is held by different services.

For children and young people with SEND, earlier and more joined-up
information sharing may help professionals identify needs, coordinate support
and respond more effectively to emerging concerns.

Current status: This is currently draft guidance and is subject to consultation
before being finalised.

School Attendance (Updated July 2026)

Updated guidance on improving attendance. Key points:

Schools must support children who struggle to attend, including those with
SEND or health needs.

Attendance should be monitored closely, with early help offered before
problems escalate.

Parents should be involved in attendance support plans.

Fines and legal action should be a last resort, not a first response.
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Further information: Working together to improve school attendance —
GOV.UK

Suspension and Permanent Exclusion (Updated)

Updated rules on suspensions (previously "fixed-term exclusions") and permanent
exclusions. Key points:

Schools must consider whether SEND or other needs contributed to
behaviour before excluding.

Parents must be told about their right to make representations and appeal.
Exclusion should not be used for minor incidents or as a first response.
"Off-rolling" (removing children from the register informally) is not allowed.

Further information: Suspension and permanent exclusion guidance —
GOV.UK

Preventing and Tackling Bullying & Cyberbullying Advice

Guidance for schools and advice for parents on bullying, including online bullying.
Key points:

Schools must have a clear anti-bullying policy.

Bullying related to disability or SEND must be taken seriously.

Parents can report concerns to the school and ask what action is being taken.
Advice on how to support your child and report online bullying is included.

Further information: Preventing and tackling bullying — GOV.UK

Advice for parents and carers on cyberbullying — GOV.UK

Inclusion Bases in Schools (New Guidance —June 2026)

First-of-its-kind guidance on creating dedicated spaces in mainstream schools for
children with SEND. Key points:

Inclusion bases provide targeted teaching and specialist support within
mainstream schools.

11


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-and-tackling-bullying
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-for-parents-and-carers-on-cyberbullying

They are never to be used as a sanction — they are a bridge to school life,
not a barrier.

Children should still access mainstream lessons and activities alongside their
peers.

Bases must be run by a qualified teacher.

Guidance also covers adapting school buildings (entrances, sensory spaces,
calmer areas) to meet children's needs.

Further information: Young people with SEND to benefit from new
quidance on inclusion — GOV.UK

Maintained Schools: Governance Guide

Updated guidance for school governors on how maintained schools should be led,
monitored and held accountable. Key points for parents:

Governing bodies are expected to maintain a strong focus on pupil wellbeing,
inclusion and educational outcomes.

Governors should ensure schools meet their legal duties around
safeguarding, attendance, behaviour, equality and support for vulnerable
pupils, including those with SEND.

Greater emphasis has been placed on promoting children's health, wellbeing
and safety, including monitoring attendance and welfare.

Governors should regularly review how school funding and resources are
used to support pupils' learning, achievement and inclusion.

Schools are encouraged to work openly with parents and the wider
community as part of effective governance.

Governing bodies should understand how effectively the school identifies,
supports and includes pupils with SEND, and monitor whether provision is
helping children to attend, achieve and participate fully in school life.

Further information: Maintained Schools: Governance Guide — GOV.UK

12


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/young-people-with-send-to-benefit-from-new-guidance-on-inclusion
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/young-people-with-send-to-benefit-from-new-guidance-on-inclusion
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/maintained-schools-governance-guide/maintained-schools-governance-guide#what-has-changed--july-2026-update

SEND REFORMS — What Parent Carers and young
people need to know

For All Parents of Children with SEND

A new plain-language guide explaining the government's SEND reforms, including:

How the new "tiered" support system (Universal, Targeted, Specialist) will
work.

What Individual Support Plans (ISPs) are and how they will replace some
current processes.

What "Experts at Hand" means — access to specialist advice and support for
schools and families.

What will stay the same (for now) and what will change.

Further information: What parents of children and young people with
SEND need to know — GOV.UK

For Parents of Children with EHCPs

No changes to EHCPs before at least September 2030.

Children currently in specialist settings by September 2029 are guaranteed to
stay until they finish their education.

New "Specialist Provision Packages" are being developed — only children
who need the most complex support will have EHCPs in the future.

More detail will follow as reforms are finalised.

Further information: Information on SEND reform for parents with children
with EHCPs — GOV.UK

For Parents of Children in Special Schools

Children in special schools by September 2029 are guaranteed to stay until
they complete their education.

No child will be moved out of a special school against their or their family's
wishes as a result of these reforms.

13


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-send-reform-developing-the-experts-at-hand-offer
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-send-reform-developing-the-experts-at-hand-offer
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-send-reform-developing-the-experts-at-hand-offer
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-send-reform-developing-the-experts-at-hand-offer

e New guidance on how special and mainstream schools will work more closely
together is coming.

e Further information: Information on SEND reform for parents of children
in special schools — GOV.UK

For Parents of Children Receiving SEND Support in Mainstream Schools

e From September 2029, every child with SEND will be entitled to an Individual
Support Plan (ISP), whether or not they have an EHCP.

o ISPs will be digital, updated regularly, and created with parents.

e Schools will have clearer duties to provide support and access to specialists
(e.g. speech and language therapists, educational psychologists).

¢ "Inclusion Bases" will offer extra support within mainstream schools.

e Further information: Information on SEND reform for parents of children in
mainstream schools — GOV.UK

OPEN CONSULTATIONS — Have Your Say Now!

Education Otherwise Than at School (EOTAS)

This consultation (open for 10 weeks) looks at how support is organised for children
whose EHCP says they cannot be taught in a school or college. The aim is to
improve quality and consistency.

Further information: SEND reform: education otherwise than at school
consultation — GOV.UK

Upfront SEND Funding for Mainstream Schools (£6k High Needs Threshold)

This consultation (open for 10 weeks) explores giving mainstream schools more
funding upfront for SEND support, rather than having to apply for extra funding for
each child. This could mean quicker access to support.

Further information: Upfront funding for mainstream schools: what parents
need to know — GOV.UK
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-send-reform-developing-the-experts-at-hand-offer
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/send-reform-education-otherwise-than-at-school
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/send-reform-education-otherwise-than-at-school
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/send-reform-putting-children-and-young-people-first
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/send-reform-putting-children-and-young-people-first

THE USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLEGENCE (Al) FOR
SEND INFORMATION & ADVICE:

Artificial Intelligence (Al) tools such as ChatGPT, Microsoft Copilot, Google Gemini
and Claude are becoming increasingly popular and may be used by some parent
carers to seek information about Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).

While Al tools can provide helpful background information and assist with
understanding complex topics, parent carers should exercise caution when using Al-
generated content to make decisions about their child's SEND support, Education,
Health and Care (EHC) needs assessments, EHC Plans, appeals, mediation, or
other legal rights.

Al systems generate responses based on patterns within large amounts of
information. Although these responses can sound convincing and authoritative, they
may be:

* Incorrect or misleading

* Incomplete or out of date

* Lacking important context that may be relevant to your family's circumstances
*Based on legal information that has changed recently

*Referencing sources that do not exist or have been misunderstood

In 2025, the High Court of Justice issued a regulatory warning about the use of Al-
generated legal information, noting that Al tools are not capable of conducting
reliable legal research and may produce confident statements that are simply wrong.
The court said:

“Freely available generative artificial intelligence tools, trained on a large language
model such as ChatGPT , are not capable of conducting reliable legal research.
Such tools can produce apparently coherent and plausible responses to prompts, but
those coherent and plausible responses may turn out to be entirely incorrect. The
responses may make confident assert ions that are simply untrue. They may cite
sources that do not exist. They may purport to quote passages from a genuine
source that do not appear in that source.”

For this reason, Al-generated content should not be treated as a substitute for
professional SEND information, advice or support.

15



Every child and young person's circumstances are unique. SEND law and guidance
can be complex, and the appropriate advice often depends on the specific facts of an
individual case. Information generated by Al may not take account of these important
details.

Where to Get Trusted SEND Legal Advice

If you need information, advice or support about SEND matters, we strongly
recommend contacting us at Bexley SEND Information, Advice and Support Service.
There are a range of other respected national organisations that also provide SEND
law and guidance you may wish to consider contacting.

o [IPSEA (Independent Provider of Special Education Advice)
Provides free and independent legally-based information, advice and support
on SEND law and Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs).
Website: https://www.ipsea.org.uk

e Child Law Advice
Provides legal information and guidance on education law, family law and
SEND-related matters.
Website: https://childlawadvice.org.uk

« CORAM
Provides legal advice and information on child, family and education law for
parents, carers and young people in England from Coram Children’s Legal
Centre
Website: Family Support - Coram Children's Charity

« SOSI!SEN
Offers independent advice and support to families navigating SEND
processes, including EHCP assessments, plans and appeals.
Website: https://www.sossen.org.uk

e CONTACT
A national charity supporting families with disabled children, providing
information on education, benefits, social care and family life.
Website: https://contact.org.uk
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This statement reflects the Information, Advice and Support Services Network (IASSN) position that
artificial intelligence should not be relied upon as a source of SEND legal advice. Parents and carers
are encouraged to seek guidance from trusted SEND organisations and qualified advisers when
making decisions about their child's rights, support and provision.

STAYING UP TO DATE

For anyone who wants to receive updates directly from the Department for Education
can sign up at: GOV.UK email alerts

DfE data updates, statistics and forecasting documents have not been reviewed

IASS can provide impartial support and information, therefore please contact
us if you have questions about your child’s situation.

The Bexley IASS Team

SEND Information, Advice and Support Service
London Borough of Bexley

Civic Offices

2 Watling Street

Bexleyheath

DAG6 7AT

Tel: 020 3045 5976

Team Mailbox: bexleyiass@bexley.gov.uk

Website: www.bexleyiass.co.uk

This document was correct at the time of publication and is intended for general information only. Guidance and
legislation may change after publication. Bexley IASS makes every effort to ensure information is accurate;
however, families should refer to GOV.UK and relevant statutory guidance for the most up-to-date information.
Bexley IASS cannot accept liability for decisions made solely on the basis of information contained within this
document.
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